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We have been in the US for
almost 2 months now. During the 2 weeks in Middleburg, Florida,
we were able to visit with some of our friends, and help some of
them with work around their houses and properties. We enjoyed attending services at our home church. We also had
the opportunity to preach at Temple Baptist Church in Jacksonville, with pastor Anthony Jones. We enjoyed our time
greatly in Middleburg, but it wasn’t without incident. In those two weeks, I got poison ivy all over my upper body, 7
stitches on the back of my right hand, and Lily got snake-bit (thank you Bro. Matt). Thankfully it wasn’t a poisonous one.
Please pray that we can avoid the hospitals for the rest of the trip.
One major answer to prayer that we want to tell you about is that the Lord has provided a full-time teacher for our
children to go with us to Chile. Hannah Pledger from Calvary Baptist Church in Middleburg, Florida, has agreed to come
to Chile with us. This will be such a blessing for Sandra to have someone to help her with the kids’ schooling. Please
pray for her that she will be able to get everything in order for her time with us.
After 2 weeks in Florida, we took 9 days to drive up and down the east coast, visiting a few churches and some
family along the way. While we were visiting Sandra’s sister in Virginia, Lilianna was able to lead her first person to
Jesus. She was soooo excited! It’s wonderful to see our children serving the Lord on their own. Thank you to all of
you on the East coast that housed and fed us while we were passing through, and sorry to all of those who we didn’t
have an opportunity to visit.
Our time in Louisiana was simply wonderful, spent with friends who have been as good as family to us. I’m
reminded what Jesus told His disciples in Mark 10:28-31, how that those who have forsaken things of this life for the
sake of the Gospel “shall receive an hundredfold now in this time”. God has blessed our family 100 times over with
everything that we have had to leave behind. Serving the Lord is truly amazing!
S.M.I.T.E. camp is always one of the highlights of our time in the US. I would highly recommend that any Christian
who is serious about beginning to serve the Lord attend this next year. Both Sandra and I were used to teach what we
have learned about being missionaries on the foreign field. It was a blessing for our family to have an influence in, and
be influenced by the SMITE camp. Thank you Pastor Ruhl and Pastor Pennachietti for preaching this year. You were a
blessing to us.
Friday afternoon, just after the last Bible club at SMITE, we loaded up and drove for 17 hours, through the night, to
Albuquerque, New Mexico, where we joined with my family for a week in the mountains. We were able to go fishing,
hiking, and a bunch of other things—just having a great time together. When you serve the Lord, He gives you the
desires of your heart. The life of the missionary family is not all just fun-and-games, there is a lot of work involved.
But when you make important to you what’s important to God, He makes important to Him what is important to you.
Serving God is great!
Finally, after a week in the mountains of New Mexico, we journeyed a few more hours to Cortez, Colorado, to visit
with the Walters family. Bro. Jason seems to always be trying to work himself (and anyone who comes to
visit) to death out at Camp Crista, but it is always so nice to visit with him and his family. Thank you,
Walters family, for being a blessing to our family. We are now preparing to head to California.
Please continue to pray for traveling mercies for our family, and that our van continues to run well.
If you have any questions or comments for us, please call us. We would love to hear from you. My
cell number is (904)574-2480.
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