The last few months have been a
whirlwind of activity. Since our last prayer letter, we have traveled to
15 different states! Thank you so much to all of our friends, family,
and churches that have housed us on our travels. We have been able to visit the majority of the churches that support us.
We are sorry that we have not been able to visit everybody, specifically some of our churches in the Northeast. Thank you
for your understanding.
We have had several opportunities to serve during these months as well. The last week of May we were at SMITE camp in
Baton Rouge, LA with Uncle Jerry Purtell. Sandra and I both drove teams of teens out to do Bible Clubs each day during
Josiah with Pastor
the week. Pastor Mike Ray from Napa, CA was the guest speaker this year.
Giovanelli
Sandra remained in Baton Rouge for the 2 weeks after SMITE to continue treatments with a doctor there who has helped
her before. The kids and I continued our travels across the south towards Florida, stopping at several of our supporting
churches along the way.
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When we reached our home church in Middleburg, FL, we were given the opportunity to serve by starting a Spanish Sunday
School. The Lord has blessed by bringing several people to the class. Please pray that more will come, and that the new
teacher will be ready by the time we leave the area. We have also been able to visit a few churches in the immediate area
Last month our church had VBS, which Lilianna and Josiah enjoyed immensely! They both accompanied me as I drove a bus
to pick up children for VBS. I was asked to teach the teen class during VBS, and there were 3 teens from my class saved
during the week.

Patch the Pirate!

We plan to be here in Middleburg until the end of August. Please pray that we will be able to raise enough funds to (1) purchase our tickets back to Chile, about $4,000, (2) ship a container holding a 12-passenger van and other needed items to
Chile, about $5,000.
Please pray also for Sandra. We believe that we found the answer to her failing health. The 2nd page of this letter will
explain what we found.
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Thanks again for all the prayers,
Steve Reyes Family
www.SteveReyesFamily.com

Health Update
It seems that we have finally found the cause to Sandra’s bad health for these last 3 years.
Back when we first arrived in Chile she received a root canal. Immediately following this she went into pre-term labor with Elisha (she was only
5 months along!). The next four months she was bed-ridden to keep Elisha safe until he was born.
After his birth, Sandra’s health continued to deteriorate. She was continually getting sick and staying sick for months at a time. The root canal
had to be redone several times because it kept failing. We were told that it had finally been treated correctly, and that it should not cause her
any more problems. Relief lasted for a month, but the pain eventually returned.
Last October her kidney problems began, which we had to have treated back in the states. The doctors who finally removed the kidney stones
were a little confused as to why she had them in the first place because she didn’t fit normal patterns for having kidney stones at her age.
Since having her kidney stones removed, she still continued to have failing health. She has been tested for a verity of disease (including Lupus
because of a rash on her face and other symptoms, hepatitis because of family history, and Cancer because of an abnormal bone growth in her
mouth near her root canal), none of which returned positive. All that the doctors could tell us is that she was full of “toxins” that were causing
her kidneys not to heal, but that they weren’t sure what was causing the toxins. In the middle of all of this, the root canal had to be redone again
while in New Mexico.
In February, she began a “Vegan” type diet to attempt to remove the toxins from her system. This diet helped her to have enough energy to get
out of bed, but did not remove the toxins.
After having visited several doctors (traditional and holistic) for her general health, her root canal began hurting again. She did some research
and found that a bad root canal could cause all of the symptoms that she has been experiencing including build up of dangerous toxins! The next
day we went to an oral surgeon and asked him to remove the root-canalled tooth. He didn’t want to remove it because it appeared to be a successful root canal. The only sign that it might be bad was that Sandra still had pain in it. Reluctantly he agreed to extract the tooth. After he
began the extraction, he began noticing things that should not exist in a successful root canal. After finishing the procedure, he agreed that the
tooth needed to come out because of all the different things he found in and around it. We went home very hopeful that this could be the answer
to Sandra’s health enigma.
2 days later She told me to give her my hand to squeeze because she felt strength in her arms again. She squeezed me so hard that it hurt! For
several days now she has been feeling better in different ways than she has in a long time. She is still recovering from having her tooth pulled
and damage that was done to her sinus cavity, but we are praying that her health will return soon. Please pray with us that her health will return
so that we can continue to serve the Lord as we have planned. She may have to have another tooth pulled from an old root canal that is now
causing pain, but having seen the improvements from the first extracted root canal, we think that it will be worth it to have it pulled as well.
Thank you for your continued prayers,
Steve Reyes

